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‘In a bear market only the best will thrive’: Nucleus IFA investor’s conference 
Nucleus, the IFA-owned and controlled wrap proposition, held its second annual IFA investor’s conference in the Belfry, West Midlands on the 26th and 27th of February. The event, attended by over 50 of member IFAs, combined a variety of workshops with open forum sessions on adviser relevant topics from asset migration onto the platform to potential issues for advisers in the advent of the RDR qualifications programme.  

Aside from discussions on strategic opportunities for the year ahead and enhancements to the platform itself guest industry speaker, the CEO of the Institute for Financial Planning Nick Cann offered a strong case for advisers building business models “that will flourish irrespective of regulation.” Cann stressed that in these challenging times, “The value of good advice has to rise.  In bull markets almost any adviser can add value – in these markets only the best will thrive.”  He also urged advisers to “remind people of their value at every opportunity.”
A progress update from the Nucleus’ adviser development teams was also a key theme of the event.  The three teams- designed to ensure the IFAs who own and use the platform have greater control of its future development and direction- focus on the core areas of practice, technology and investment. The investment development session, chaired by Kenny McKenzie of Intelligent Capital, centred on ‘dragon’s den’ style investment pitches from key industry players including Sarassin, Maia (Ignis), and Psolve. Each had to present their various investment strategies to the four strong Nucleus panel of ‘dragons’. 

Commenting on the success of the event, CEO David Ferguson said: “While the rest of the world turns to dust it is those businesses that are founded on strong principles that will stand the test of time. This belief was greatly enforced at our second annual investors’ conference, where we were able to engage with our audience to ensure Nucleus continues on the most transparent and client-friendly path possible to grow and thrive – by offering  real value to our customers. The conference also underlined and explored some of the key issues facing advisers, providing a vibrant forum for debate in this challenging climate.”
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Notes to editors:

About Nucleus 
Nucleus Financial Group is an online wrap based business platform.

Nucleus was founded in 2006 by a number of high quality IFAs who shared a commitment to create a market where advisors have the infrastructure and desire to place the client centre stage. 

Since foundation Nucleus has established itself as a major force for change in the market. It is now a community of around 60 IFA businesses who through ownership and control of the business process seek to create a better customer experience. 

The management team is led by David Ferguson chief executive, and offers extensive experience across all areas of the UK retail financial services market.

The company was rewarded for its ground-breaking approach at the Scottish Financial Enterprise (SFE) Innovators Awards held in Edinburgh on 29 November 2007.  

Nucleus Financial was rewarded for bringing something new to the wrap platform sector and won best new platform at the 2008 Adnitor Awards in October.

Nucleus won the ‘Best online wrap or fund supermarket’ accolade at the 2008 Online Finance awards in November, 2008.

